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Dear Miriam, 
 
Fibre in Water Competition Announcement 
 
Thank you for approaching me earlier this year to highlight Yorkshire Water’s funding bid for 
a ‘Fibre in Water’ pilot to improve digital connectivity in your constituency. I know how 
passionate you are about making sure your residents have access to fast and reliable 
broadband, and the economic, social and wellbeing benefits that it brings. 
 
I am very pleased to let you know that Yorkshire Water, working with Arcadis, Neos 
Networks and the University of Strathclyde, have now been awarded £3.2m grant funding to 
trial a Fibre in Water solution between Barnsley and Penistone.  
 
As you know, Fibre in Water is a cross-government project, led by the Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), and supported by the Department for Food, 
Environment and Rural Affairs (Defra) and the Geospatial Commission. 
 
The Fibre in Water project, initially focused on rural locations, will explore numerous 
potential benefits that include: 

 

● Providing homes and businesses in your constituency with advanced fixed and 
mobile services (gigabit, 4G, 5G), supporting the Project Gigabit and Shared Rural 
Network; 

● Reducing the amount of clean water leakage from drinking water mains by making it 
easier to find pipes needing repairs;  

● Reducing the cost of the dig and number road works for your area; and 

● Reducing the carbon footprint of deploying telecoms infrastructure.  
 
The project is a great example of innovative working between Government departments, 
tackling key priorities such as levelling up so that every part of our country has world-class 
digital infrastructure. 
 
The first phase of the project will focus on the regulatory, legal and safety aspects of the 
proposed Fibre in Water solution. After the first phase, a decision will be made on whether to 
deploy the solution in the drinking water pipes.  
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The project was announced today and I am sure you will welcome this news as a boost for 
your local area. Information on the competition winners is strictly embargoed until the 
announcement takes place.  
 
I hope that you are excited about this project and the potential benefits and opportunities it 
will bring to your constituency. Thank you again for taking the time to raise it with me and for 
championing the needs of your residents and local businesses so successfully. If you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my Private Office: ps.lopez@dcms.gov.uk.  
 
 

With best wishes, 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Julia Lopez MP 
Minister of State 

Minister for Media, Data and Digital Infrastructure 
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